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DID YOU KNOW?
SACRAMENTO SUMMIT 2015

The Latino Community Foundation welcomes 
you to our 3rd annual, California Latino Agenda, 
Sacramento Summit. The California Latino Agenda 
is a platform to increase Latino engagement in 
policy making decisions that will shape the future 
of California. We are absolutely thrilled that you 
are here to spend the day with us. 

We strongly believe in the power of our community 
and we know you do too. The Latino community 
is made up of individuals and families with 
tremendous assets, resiliency, and an unyielding 
hope for a better future. Our community leaders 
know what works best in their communities. Today 
we are here to honor them and to learn about ways 
to invest and promote these community-rooted 
solutions for change. 

We are here to celebrate our assets, to engage 
civically and to continue to push the boundaries of 
what is possible. The resilience of our parents and 
the dreams of our children require nothing less. 

BIENVENIDOS

We are proud to bring together renowned Latino 
leaders to discuss successful Latino-based 
strategies, specifically the Cultura Cura (LCC) 
framework and The Promotor Model, alongside 
other grassroots organizing efforts. These 
community-based frameworks will be presented 
to demonstrate how effective change happens 
when those closest to the issue can develop and 
lead their own solutions. The strategies we plan to 
highlight today are not new; they are integral parts 
of our values and our culture.

Today we come together as a community. We are 
here to strengthen our voices and to increase our 
capacity to advocate for change. We are also here 
to share our hopes and our dreams for the future.  
Building strong community partnerships and 
authentic relationships is what we are all about. 

Thank you for joining us at the table and for being 
part of this important movement.
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Masha Chernyak 
Vice President Programs & Policy, 
Latino Community Foundation 
Masha V. Chernyak is a strategic 
visionary, community organizer, 
and experienced advocate for the 
Latino immigrant community. 
An immigrant herself, Masha 
served in the Peace Corps in rural 
Guatemala, was trained as an 
organizer on Chicago’s South Side, 
and is now working to build Latino 
philanthropy in California. In her 
current position as VP of Programs 
and Policy, Masha manages the 
organization’s investment portfolio 
and helps lead the organization’s 
change-making strategy. She 
was instrumental in launching 
the California Latino Agenda, a 
campaign to connect diverse Latino 
leaders to shape and amplify a 
unified agenda for change. Masha 
is a photographer, has a marketing 
background and a Master’s in 
Public Affairs and Politics from the 
University of San Francisco.

Juan Gomez 
Senior Policy and Strategy Analyst 
National Compadres Network 
and Co-Founder of Motivating 
Individual Leadership for Public 
Advancement (MILPA) 
Juan Gomez, is currently a Senior 
Policy and Strategy Analyst with 
The National Compadres Network 

and a Senior Advisor/Co-Founder 
of MILPA. He is functioning as part 
of an intergenerational “collective”, 
braiding the wisdom of the elders, 
into a racial equity and healing 
framework with current leaders 
of color. Juan is also focused on 
developing culturally grounded 
movement building strategies. Prior 
to this he served as a Fellow for 
The California Endowment working 
on the Boys and Men of Color 
portfolio. Mr. Gomez was born is 
in Watsonville, CA where he was 
raised by his grandparents Amelia 
and Ampelio.

Maria Lemus 
Executive Director 
Vision y Compromiso 
Maria Lemus is helping to 
transform the role of “Promotores” 
— traditionally, laypeople in Latin 
American countries concerned 
with the health and well-being of 
others — into a widely accepted 
profession in the United States. 
The daughter of Mexican 
immigrants, Lemus understood 
the importance of “promotores 
de salud” – “promoters of 
health.” The promotor continuum 
includes diverse titles and roles 
within health and human service 
agencies: community health 
worker, peer educator, health 
advocate, outreach worker, and 
others. Using her professional 
background in program 
development for health-focused 
organizations, in 2000 Lemus 
founded Visión y Compromiso 
(“Vision and Commitment”) 

as a resource and advocacy 
organization for promotores in 
California. The organization has 
built a network of 400 community 
experts in 10 regions across the 
state. Lemus hopes to create an 
institute recognizing “promotores” 
nationally.

Abraham Medina 
Trainer 
Santa Ana Boys and Men of Color 
Abraham Medina came to the U.S. 
at the age of 7. His experience 
growing up undocumented, led 
to his involvement in helping 
organize the 2006 student walk 
outs in response to Prop HR4437, 
along with other students from 
Orange County, CA. He has been 
a volunteer organizer at El Centro 
Cultural de Mexico in Santa Ana, 
has co-led community mural 
projects and published some of 
his poems. While being part of 
the Orange County Dream Team 
(2006-2010), he helped local 
efforts to connect to a national 
movement. He was part of the 
first class of the Dream Summer 
Institute (2010) and graduated 
from UCI in 2011 with a Bachelors 
in Sociology. Abraham helped 
co-found RAIZ (2011), an 
immigrant rights organization that 
pioneered the People’s Deportation 
Defense model in OC. He believes 
that creating transformative 
engagement among young people 
will lead to people power and 
systemic transformation.

Alba Mercado 
Manager of Programs and Policy 
Latino Community Foundation 
Alba Mercado has over a decade 
of working on key Latino issues 
both in the public sector and with 
community-based organizations 
throughout the state. Prior to 
joining LCF, Alba managed the 
renowned Women’s Policy Institute 
at the Women’s Foundation of 
California. During her time at 
the Women’s Foundation, Alba 
selected community based women 
leaders to work on developing and 
implementing legislative policies on 
issues spanning economic justice, 
education, reproductive health 
and criminal justice. She currently 
manages both grantmaking and 
the policy agenda for the Latino 
Community Foundation.  She 
received a Bachelor’s degree from 
the University of California, Santa 
Cruz in Cultural Anthropology 
and Latino studies. Raised in 
the Central Valley of California, 
she holds very strong family and 
cultural roots in Jalisco, Mexico. 
She has a passionate vision for 
social change and transformative 
solutions that inspire hope and 
well-being in all communities.

 

REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST

WELCOME
Special Guest

INTRODUCTION: LATINO COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Masha Chernyak, Latino Community Foundation

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: LATINO CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Jeannette Zanipatin, MALDEF

LATINO LED STRATEGIES THAT WORK
Jerry Tello, National Latino Fatherhood and Family Institute 
Maria Lemus, Vision y Compromiso 
Moderator: Alba Mercado, Latino Community Foundation

LUNCH

LUNCH KEYNOTE: LEADERSHIP FOR THE LONG RUN
Akaya Windwood, Rockwood Leadership Institute

FACILITATED NETWORKING

YOUTH RISING TO THE MOVEMENT
Abraham Medina, Santa Ana Boys and Men of Color 
Sandy Valenciano, Health Initiatives – UCLA Labor Center 
Imelda Plascencia, California Immigrant Youth Justice Alliance 
Moderator: Juan Gomez, MILPA

RECEPTION TO FOLLOW AT MAYAHUEL 
1200 K Street, Sacramento, CA 
Special Guests

9:30 AM

10:00 AM

10:15 AM

10:30 AM

11:00 AM
 
 

12:30 PM

1:15 PM
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2:30 PM
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Honorable Aida Alvarez 
Chair

Louis P. Miramontes 
Treasurer

Arnoldo Avalos 
Avalos Family Foundation

John Garcia 
Kaiser Permanente

Ezra Garrett 
Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company

Masha Chernyak 
Vice President 
Programs and Policy 

Sara Velten 
Vice President 
Philanthropy

Alba Mercado 
Manager  
Programs and Policy

Elisa Schement 
Manager  
Philanthropy

Laura Ludwig 
Director 
Finance and Operations

Anna Gagliuffi 
Communications 
Coordinator

Luis Herrera 
San Francisco  
Public Library

Heather Johnson 
Chronus

John Murray 
Element 98 Software

Monica Pressley 
The San Francisco 
Foundation

Raul Rodriguez 
Univision

Ruben Rodriguez 
Community Advocate

Yolanda Ruiz 
Zignal Labs

Serra Butler Simbeck 
Butler Koshland Fellowships

Daniel L. Skaff 
Beneficial State Bank

Honorable  
Arabella Martinez* 
Interim CEO 
*Ex-Officio Member

Imelda Plascencia 
Project Manager 
Health Initiatives at the  
Dream Resource Center of the 
UCLA Labor Center 
Imelda Plascencia is the Project 
Coordinator of Health Initiatives at 
the Dream Resource Center of the 
UCLA Labor Center; addressing 
the lack of access and health 
resources for undocumented 
communities. For the past ten 
years, Imelda has organized with 
the Immigrant Rights movement as 
a Queer Undocumented activist. 
Her work centers on health justice 
and health access for immigrant 
communities, and intersectional 
organizing for LGBTQ immigrants. 
Imelda has previously coordinated 
Queer Dream Summer, a national 
summer internship program for 
UndocuQueer immigrant youth, 
and is a co-founder of IDEAS at 
Mt. SAC, the Queer Undocumented 
Youth Collective and the CIRCLE 
Project; initiatives that intentionally 
address intersectional immigrant 
issues. Imelda is a lead researcher 
on the study Undocumented and 
Uninsured.

Jerry Tello 
President, National Latino 
Fatherhood and Family Institute 
Jerry Tello comes from a family 
of Mexican, Texan roots and 

was raised in south central Los 
Angeles. He is an internationally 
recognized expert in the areas of 
fatherhood, family strengthening, 
community peace and culturally 
based violence prevention/
intervention issues. Over the 
last 30 thirty years, Mr. Tello 
has dedicated his efforts to 
preventing and healing the pain of 
relationship/community violence, 
teen pregnancy, fatherless-ness 
and internalized oppression by 
speaking to over half a million 
people and training thousands of 
facilitators across the nation to 
address these issues. He is co-
founder of the National Compadres 
Network (established in 1988) and 
the present Director of the National 
Latino Fatherhood and Family 
Institute.

Sandy Valenciano 
Regional Organizer 
California Immigrant  
Youth Justice Alliance 
Sandy Valenciano was born in 
Zacatecas, Mexico in 1993. She 
immigrated to the United States 
when she was 4 years old, along 
with her family. She graduated 
from Antioch High School in 2011 
and is currently completing her 
B.A in psychology at Sonoma State 
University. Sandy has always had 
a love for education of all sorts. 
She believes that one of the best 
ways to accomplish anything is 
by educating the community. Her 
father has taught her to never be 
discouraged by her immigration 
status. Sandy wants to motivate 

the community the same way that 
she was motivated to overcome 
fears and to reach out for their 
dreams. Being undocumented has 
been a blessing for Sandy because 
it has taught her how to overcome 
battles and embrace her strength. 
Sandy started organizing as part of 
DREAM Alliance of Sonoma County 
in 2011. Sandy is CIYJA’s Northern 
Organizer and hopes to engage new 
people to join the movement by 
expanding CIYJA’s resources and 
trainings.

Akaya Windwood 
President 
Rockwood Leadership Institute 
Akaya Windwood is the President 
of Rockwood Leadership Institute, 
the nation’s largest provider 
of transformative leadership 
trainings for nonprofit and 
philanthropic organizations. Akaya 
leads trainings nationally and 
internationally, and has been a 
featured speaker at the Stanford 
Social Innovation Institute, the 
Independent Sector Conference, 
and Grantmakers for Effective 
Organizations. She is recognized 
for elevating the effectiveness of 
leadership and collaboration in 
the nonprofit and social benefit 
sectors, and is the recipient 
of an Ella Award from the Ella 
Baker Center for Human Rights, 
and a Transformative Leadership 
Award from the Seasons Fund 
for Social Transformation. She 
currently serves on the boards 
of the Interaction Institute for 
Social Change, the Advisory Board 

of Destiny Arts Center, and the 
Advisory Board for the National 
Progressive Leadership Campus.  
Akaya’s vision for our global 
community includes infusing a 
sense of purpose, delight and 
wonder into everything we do. 
She has a life-long commitment 
to working for a fair and equitable 
society, and believes that 
Rockwood’s network of over 
4,000 powerful, collaborative, and 
interconnected leaders will help 
lead the way.

Jeannette Zanipatin 
Legal Attorney 
Mexican American  
Legal Defense Fund 
Jeannette Zanipatin is the 
Legislative Staff Attorney for the 
Mexican American Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund (MALDEF) 
in Sacramento, CA.  She focuses 
on policy analysis and coordinating 
advocacy efforts for MALDEF’s 
priority policy areas such as 
immigrant rights, civil rights, 
labor, health and human services, 
language access and voting rights.  
Jeannette helped MALDEF reopen 
its policy office in 2010 and has 
been instrumental in developing 
MALDEF’s policy portfolio which 
has included passing legislation to 
prevent requiring private employers 
to use E-Verify, passing the 
TRUST Act, passing the Driver’s 
License bill to allow undocumented 
immigrants to obtain a license in 
California. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

ABOUT THE LATINO  
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

The Latino Community Foundation inspires 
philanthropy, invests in Latino communities, and 
leads transformative solutions for change. LCF 
fulfills its mission by:

• Inspiring a culture of philanthropy
by and for Latinos.

• Investing in Latino-based nonprofit
organizations in 14 counties.

• Building and mobilizing a statewide
network of donors and advocates to 
transform Latino communities.

UNDERINVESTMENT IN OUR COMMUNITY

There is a severe underinvestment in Latino 
based organizations and Latino led community 
solutions. According to Hispanics in Philanthropy, 
Latino based nonprofits serving low-income 
Latino communities receive less than 1.3% of 
all philanthropic dollars. LCF is unyielding in its 

commitment to change this inequity in funding. In 
less than 10 years, LCF has grown to be a leader 
among foundations in the number of grants made 
to Latino-based organizations. Since 2008, LCF 
has invested more than $3M in 55 + Latino-
based community partners that have educated and 
empowered more than 100,000 children, youth, 
and their parents.

THE WAY FORWARD

The Latino Community Foundation has reached 
an exciting tipping point. In less than 10 years, 
we built a modest Bay Area Foundation with no 
endowment into a statewide institution that is 
now a funder, champion, and advocate for the 
Latino community. We inspire philanthropy by 
and for Latinos through our dynamic Giving Circle 
Program which we have grown from 14 members 
into a movement of more than 100. Last month, 
we launched our Sacramento Chapter! Today, LCF 
is poised to build a national model for engaged 
Latino philanthropy and to be the voice for a 
community whose time has come.


