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At the Latino Community Foundation (LCF) we understand the power of art, music, and culture to 

shape and advance social change. Art works as a powerful catalyst to move hearts and minds and to 

ultimately shift public policy. Culture inspires, heals, and challenges us to act. In times of despair, 

our communities hold on to hope, joy, and creativity. With each poem, short film, and hip-hop 

routine—we turn our pain into purpose.  

We are thrilled to launch PoderArte to amplify the importance of arts and culture and to channel 

vital resources to our artists—the culture bearers, keepers, and teachers who help us dream up a 

better world.   

Are you an artist?  

What has been on your heart and mind lately? Do you have a creative idea that is ready to be 

unleashed? Are you ready to tap into your creative genius to heal and inspire our community? If 

those questions resonate with you, you are invited to apply. Now is the time to make your creative 

dreams a reality. We want to invest in your vision with a PoderArte grant.  

We invite artists, culture bearers, nonprofits and creative collectives to apply for a one-time 

PoderArte grant! We are excited to see how you will use art and culture as a tool for civic 

engagement and social justice.   

LCF has partnered with the California Arts Council (CAC) as an Administering Organization of the 

Creative Corps Pilot Program. The goals of PoderArte are to promote civic engagement, including 

https://latinocf.org/
https://arts.ca.gov/grant_program/california-creative-corps/


 

      

election participation, social justice, and community engagement by investing in artists, culture 

bearers, and nonprofit organizations across the state.  

This work builds on LCF’s efforts under the Latino Power Fund, an initiative to build civic and 

political power in communities of color with three key approaches: 

1. Strengthen frontline organizations engaged in healing and movement building. 

2. Equip and mobilize leaders and voters with the tools to make lasting civic and political 

change. 

3. Uplift a narrative that is progressive, just, and rooted in values of equity.  

 

Applicants may apply for either or both of the funding opportunities available: 

1. Program Level Support grants will range from $100,000 - $150,000. They are intended for 

established arts and culture organizations with existing programs that inspire civic 

engagement and social change through their activities.  

2. Project Level Support grants will range from $25,000 - $50,000. They are intended for art 

and cultural projects focused on increasing civic engagement, social justice, and community 

engagement.   

Selected programs and projects will include activities and outcomes that align with one or more of 

the following Grant Themes: 

• Narrative Change: advance strength-based narratives that amplify community voice, center 
cultural strengths and identity, and/or reframe how a community is presented. 

• Community Education Campaign: raise public awareness and access to information around 
local issues that impact community well-being. 

• Civic Engagement: spark individual and/or collective civic action that addresses shifts in local, 
state, and national systems and/or policy, including election participation.  
 

In this Request for Proposals, we are prioritizing organizations and projects in communities and 

neighborhoods that demonstrate the highest levels of need as indicated by the first quartile of the 

California Healthy Places Index. This grant opportunity is open to organizations, artist collectives, 

and cultural groups that meet the eligibility criteria. 

At the Latino Community Foundation, we are rooted in values of trust and change, not charity. A 

Participatory Grantmaking Committee composed of community leaders, artists, and community 

organizers from across the state will participate in the decision-making process to select the grant 

awards. We will review proposals with an equity lens, considering factors like community trust and 

connection, readiness to implement, accessibility, and potential for impact.  

The grant duration is over a 12-month period with award decisions to be announced the week of 

June 19, 2023. LCF will provide capacity and technical support to organizations as part of this 

award, including convening grantees in a learning community. Grantees will be expected to 

participate in three virtual convenings and a culminating in-person festival to celebrate our collective 

https://latinocf.org/power/
https://healthyplacesindex.org/


 

      

power. We will amplify your project or program via our powerful social media channels. 

Additionally, grantees will have at least one mid-grant check-in meeting with LCF staff to discuss 

progress. Final reporting requirements will be due July 31, 2024.  

We are here to support you! If you have any questions email us at grants@latinocf.org.  

 

To apply, organizations must answer yes to all the following questions:  

1. Are you a California-based, 501(c)3 nonprofit organization or fiscally sponsored by a 501(c)3 

organization? 

2. Is your organization or project leveraging the power of arts and culture to advance civic 

engagement and/or social change in California? 

3. Are you rooted in communities within the first quartile of the California Healthy Places 

Index? 

 

We encourage all nonprofit organizations and creative collectives comprised of artists and/or culture 

bearers who meet the eligibility criteria to apply. Please note that at least 72% of the grant award 

funding must be used to for individual artists’ salaries and fees to implement the goals of 

the grant.  

 

Applicants using fiscal sponsors -  

An applicant organization that is without nonprofit status must use a California-based fiscal sponsor 

with a federal 501(c)(3) designation to apply for funding. For-profit businesses and individuals are 

not eligible and may not use a fiscal sponsor to apply. Please note: 

• A Letter of Agreement between the fiscal sponsor and the applicant organization must be 

signed by a representative from both parties and submitted with the application. A blank 

signature field will not be accepted.  

• A fiscal sponsor change is not permissible during the Grant Activity Period, except in 

extenuating circumstances based on staff assessment. 

• Fiscal sponsors must have a minimum two-year history of consistent engagement in arts 

programming and/or services prior to the application deadline. (Acting as a fiscal sponsor to 

arts and cultural organizations is considered an arts service.)  

 

The Latino Community Foundation will convene an external review committee to help us evaluate 

each proposal. Below are the selection criteria to be used by the review committee. The most 

competitive proposals will: 

1. Meet eligibility criteria listed above. 

mailto:grants@latinocf.org
https://healthyplacesindex.org/
https://healthyplacesindex.org/


 

      

a. For Program Level support, the organization has a track record of successful 

program execution within the last 5 years.  

b. For Project Level support, the applicant demonstrates readiness for project 

implementation with a clear timeline, workplan, and identified collaborators.  

2. Demonstrate deep roots within a community in the first quartile of the California Healthy 

Places Index and the project is informed by the voices and priorities of that community.  

3. Clearly identify and address barriers to community participation and collaboration. 

4. Address how art and culture will be leveraged to advance civic engagement and/or social 

change. 

5. Demonstrate potential for success and impact with adequate support from staff and engaged 

artists, that will dedicate sufficient time, effort, and commitment to implement grant and 

fully participate in the PoderArte initiative.   

 

1. The 12-month grant term will be July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024. 

2. Mid-grant check-in meeting with LCF staff. 

3. Submission of a final report by July 31, 2024, that will include: 

a. A narrative report describing key learnings, artist engagement, project outcomes, and 

testimony by program/project participants. 

b. Visual evidence of activities. 

c. Financial report tracking the diligent expenditure of funds awarded. 

 

To help us process your application, please follow these submission guidelines: 

1. Draft your application using the Grant Application Narrative Form and Budget 

Templates.  The Online Application will ask you to upload your application narrative and 

budget, plus supporting documents.  

2. Complete and submit online grant application by March 31, 2023.  

Any applications submitted after this date will not be considered. Submissions prior to this 

deadline are strongly encouraged. 

LCF will offer one live informational session for interested applicants to discuss requirements, 

process, and answer any questions about this request for proposals. The webinar will take place on 

February 22, 2023, at 12:00 pm. To participate in the information session please register here: Link 

to Eventbrite. The session will have simultaneous Spanish interpreting. You may also watch the 

recorded info session on our website at a later date.  

 

https://healthyplacesindex.org/
https://healthyplacesindex.org/
https://latinocf.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/LCF-ARTS-Grant-Application-Narrative-Form.docx
https://latinocf.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Copy-of-LCF-PoderArte-Grant-Budget-Templates.xlsx
https://latinocf.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Copy-of-LCF-PoderArte-Grant-Budget-Templates.xlsx
https://www.tfaforms.com/5044430
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/528646705527
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/528646705527


 

      

February 14, 2023 Request for Proposals released by LCF 
 

 

February 22, 2023 Information Session at 12 pm PST 
 

 

March 31, 2023 Application Deadline by 11:59 pm PST 
 

 

June 15, 2023 Award Decisions Finalized 
 

 

Week of June 19 Applicants Notified and Public Announcement of Grants  
 

 

June-July 2023 Issuing of Grant Agreements and Payments 
 

 

August 2023 Virtual Convening – Meet and Greet 
 

 

October 2023 First Capacity Building Webinar 
 

 

January 2024 Mid-grant check-ins, visit or virtual meeting 
 

 

March 2024 Second Capacity Building Webinar 
 

 

June 2024 In-person convening and PoderArte Festival 
 

 

July 31, 2024 Final Reports Due to LCF 
 

 

 

The Latino Community Foundation (LCF) is on a mission to unleash the civic and economic power 

of Latinos in California. LCF fulfills this mission by building a movement of civically engaged 

philanthropists, investing in Latino-led organizations, and increasing political participation of 

Latinos in California.   
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1. What is an artist or culture bearer?  

An artist, culture bearer/maker (‘artist’) is someone who regularly engages in artistic or cultural 

practice to: express themselves with the intention of communicating richly to or sharing with others; 

pass on traditional knowledge and cultural practices; offer cultural resources to their communities; 

and/or co-organize and co-create within communities toward social impacts.  

Artistic and cultural practices include but are not limited to: craft, dance, design, film, literary arts, 

media arts, music, oral traditions, social practice, theater, performance art, traditional arts, visual arts, 

and interdisciplinary arts. 

2. What is the California Healthy Places Index? 

A project of the Public Health Alliance of Southern California, The Healthy Places Index® (HPI) is 

a powerful and easy-to-use data and policy platform created to advance health equity through open 

and accessible data. Neighborhood-by-neighborhood, the HPI maps data on social conditions that 

drive health — like education, job opportunities, clean air and water, and other indicators that are 

positively associated with life expectancy at birth. Community leaders, policymakers, academics, and 

other stakeholders use the HPI to compare the health and well-being of communities, identify 

health inequities and quantify the factors that shape health. 

3. How do I determine if my community lands in the First Quartile of the California 

Healthy Places Index? 

Visit the HPI 3.0 Map and search your community by region, county, city, neighborhood, or census 

tract. Follow the ranking key on the right-hand side of the map, the dark blue color identifies the 

first quartile. On the left-hand side you may filter data by geography, race/ethnicity, and indicators 

as well as view and compare data relevant to your community.  

4. Can my organization apply for both a program and project grant? 

Yes, we will consider both applications, but you may only be awarded one grant.  

5. I already applied for another California Creative Corps grant with a different 

Administering Organization, can I also apply for LCF’s PoderArte Grant? 

There may be some overlap in our statewide reach and Administering Organizations with a regional 

focus. Please note that you will only be eligible to receive ONE Creative Corps funded grant. We 

encourage you to apply for the grant opportunity that best fits your project/program focus. See the 

full list of Creative Corps Administering organizations and their grant opportunities.  

6. Must my organization be Latino serving or led to qualify for this grant? 

No. This grant opportunity is open to all California-based 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations or 

projects fiscally sponsored by a 501(c)3 organization. 

7. If not selected, will I receive feedback on my application? 

https://map.healthyplacesindex.org/?redirect=false
https://arts.ca.gov/grant_program/california-creative-corps/


 

      

Currently, we do not have the staff capacity to provide feedback on all declined applications. You 

may reach out to program staff if your application is declined to request individual feedback.  

8. Our staff is monolingual. Will you accept our application in a language other than 

English? 

At this time, our bilingual team can only accept grant applications in English and Spanish. 

Applications submitted in Spanish, will be reviewed in their original language by bilingual review 

committee members.  

9. Will informational sessions be available in a language other than English?  

Yes, we will have our information session available with simultaneous Spanish translation. 

 

If you have additional questions about the PoderArte initiative or RFP, email 

grants@latinocf.org. 
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